5

[bookmark: _GoBack]





Title of Your Paper:  Words With Four or More
Letters and Proper Nouns Should
be Capitalized
Your First and Last Name Goes Here
University of Houston







	Begin the first line of your introduction here. You do not need to repeat the title of your paper on this page. Since your paper is so short, I am omitting that requirement of the American Psychological Association (APA) Style. Also, you do not need to include a running head with the page number. The page number that already appears at the top of this page is sufficient. The page number and this text appears in Times New Roman. If you decide to switch the font type to one of the other approved styles listed in your Paper 1 Writing Guide, be sure that you also change the font style of the page number so that your paper will have a professional, polished appearance. As noted in your guide, all text should be double-spaced, and you should avoid using headings. This paper is short so that headings are unnecessary. The introduction paragraph should only be a few (about 3) sentences long and should introduce the reader to your paper and the family you have selected. The final sentence should be a purpose/goal/thesis statement for the paper. 
	The second paragraph of your paper should introduce the family you are discussing. If you need to cite any material from the textbook in this section, be sure that you include an in-text citation. Here is an example. Otherwise, simply describe the family. Here is an example. The family featured in a television show that I have watched, I Love Lucy, is the Ricardo family. Ricky Ricardo works outside of the home while Lucy Ricardo stays at home with their son, Ricky, Jr. While some people would be happy with these family roles, Lucy seems to desire to work outside of the home with her husband in show business. 
	In the third paragraph, you should introduce a family process. Be sure to provide an example of how the family process is illustrated in this family. Then, incorporate a research study about the family process. Focus on the main point of the study. Do not simply pick out a random fact or statistic and randomly add it into your paper. I have provided an example here. As mentioned earlier, Lucy stays home with “Little Ricky” during the day. While today’s stay-at-home mothers might expect that she spends a lot of time playing with him, teaching him, and interacting with him, that does not appear to be the case based on the show. Most of her time is spent cleaning up around the house and visiting with her friend and neighbor, Ethel. A study of parents in 11 Western countries found that, in general, parents today spend more time directly engaged with their children than parents in some previous decades (Dotti Sani & Treas, 2016), like the time period when I Love Lucy was on the air. The authors noted that highly educated parents in the study were especially likely to spend more time with their children. Dotti Sani and Treas (2016) continued to state that while the time spent together was likely good for the children, it is unclear if the increased amount of time in childcare activities was rewarding or stressful for the parents. In the case of the Ricardo family, it is possible that Ricky, Jr. might benefit from more time with his mother, but his mother might also find it stressful if she does not have enough time to spend on her own and with her friend Ethel. Note how it is clear what information is from the research article and what information is not. Be sure that you write in a way that makes the distinction obvious. Also, note how I took a few sentences to clearly describe the research study findings and the authors’ conclusions. Be sure that you allow enough space to discuss your articles as well.
	Hopefully, this template provides you with some helpful tips as you prepare to write your first paper in this class. Be sure that you read the Paper 1 Writing Guide carefully and follow all of the requirements. Also, closely read over the grading rubric for the paper to ensure you have met all of the requirements. Watch the “Citing & Referencing” video as many times as you need to in order to correctly create your in-text citations. On the next page, I have created an example References page for you. Use it along with the Purdue OWL’s APA website to create your own References page. Finally, feel free to use this template so that you format your own paper correctly. Happy writing!
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